
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

5:00 p.m. 

Robert Livermore Community Center 
4444 East Avenue, Livermore, California 

Sycamore Room 

Directors Present: Directors Jan Palajac, David Furst, James Boswell 
Vice Chair Maryalice Faltings, Chair Philip Pierpont 

Directors Absent: None. 

Staff Members Present: Mathew Fuzie, General Manager (GM) 
Linda VanBuskirk, Executive Assistant 
Rene Venus Dalusong, Executive Assistant 
Jill Kirk, Community Services Manager 

District Counsel: Gary Bell, Esq. with Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC 
Meghan A. Wharton, Esq. with Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC 

Others Present: Julien Avilla, David Madsen, Sondra Tosky, Paul Hodges, 
Pat Hodges, Kathy Lake 

1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chair Pierpont called the
meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. All Directors were present. Chair Pierpont led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Chair Pierpont opened the public comment period.

a) Julien Avilla shared his experience coordinating a 5K run and suggested more guidance on
park use, permits, and timelines.

b) David Madsen proposed a Veterans Benefit Concert Series at Robertson Park
(Supplemental Item 2b).

c) Sondra Tosky requested consideration of native plants for landscaping at the Sunken
Gardens Pump Track project.

Chair Pierpont referred the request to the Facilities Committee and invited Sondra Tosky to
attend a future Facilities Committee meeting for further discussion.

There were no further speakers. The public comment period was closed. 
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3. RECOGNITION:   
3.1 RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION – LINDA VAN BUSKIRK 
 The Board presented Linda Van Buskirk a resolution commending her on her retirement 
 and a years of service certificate. (Supplemental Item 3.1) 
 

RESOLUTION: 
Moved by Director Faltings, seconded by Director Boswell, approved Resolution No. 

 2838, commending Linda Van Buskirk on the occasion of her retirement from the District, 
 by the following voice vote:  

 
AYES:  Directors Palajac, Furst, Boswell, Faltings, and Chair Pierpont (5)  

        NOES:   None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS: None (0) 

        ABSENT:   None (0) 
   

4. CONSENT AGENDA (Motion):   
4.1 Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on February 11, 2026. 
4.2 General Manager’s Monthly Update to the Board on Issues and Projects: March 2026. 
 

MOTION:  
Moved by Director Palajac, seconded by Director Faltings, approved the Consent             

 Agenda Items 4.1 and 4.2, by the following voice vote:  
 
AYES:  Directors Palajac, Furst, Boswell, Faltings, and Chair Pierpont (5)  

        NOES:   None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS: None (0) 

        ABSENT:   None (0) 
 

5. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:  
5.1 CALIFORNIA SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION (CSDA) BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 CALL  FOR NOMINATIONS – BAY AREA NETWORK, SEAT C 
 The Board discussed the call for nominations and nominated Chair Pierpont for election to 
 the CSDA Board of Directors – Bay Area Network, Seat C, for the 2027-2029 term. 
  
 RESOLUTION:  
 Moved by Director Faltings, seconded by Director Boswell, approved Resolution No. 2839, 
 nominating Director Philip Pierpont for election to the CSDA Board of Directors – Bay Area 
 Network, Seat C, for the 2027-2029 term, by the following roll call vote:  
 
 AYES:    Directors Palajac, Furst, Boswell, Faltings, and Chair Pierpont (5) 
 NOES:   None (0)  
 ABSTENTIONS:  None (0)  
 ABSENT:   None (0) 

 
5.2 RODEO GROUNDS – EVENT GUIDELINES 
 The Board discussed past events and expanding programming at the Rodeo Grounds. 
 Director Palajac suggested continuing the discussion at a special Board meeting. 
 
 Public Comment:  Chair Pierpont opened the public comment period. 
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a) David Madsen spoke about the need for more use of the Rodeo Grounds and shared 
additional information on his proposed Veterans Benefit Concert Series. 
 
Director Furst asked about the event date. [David Madsen said he is planning for 
summer 2026.] 

 
 There were no further speakers. The public comment period was closed.  
 
 ACTION: The Board directed staff to schedule a special meeting to continue discussion 

about event guidelines at the Rodeo Grounds. 
 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
a) Director Palajac reported on her and Chair Pierpont’s attendance at the February 17, 2026, 

Facilities Committee meeting. The Committee reviewed its 2025 recap and discussed the 
2026 Facilities Committee goals and objectives. The agenda was included in the Board 
agenda packet. 

b) Director Boswell reported on his and Director Palajac’s attendance at the March 2, 2026, 
Finance Committee meeting. The Committee discussed the 2026 Finance Committee goals 
and objectives, reviewed the Reserve and Pension Obligation Bond balances, preliminary 
January 2026 financials, and financial policies. Director Boswell requested staff provide the 
Reserve and Pension Obligation Bond balances to the full Board. The agenda was included 
in the Board agenda packet. 

c) Director Furst reported on his and Director Boswell’s attendance at the March 9, 2026, 
Personnel Committee meeting. The Committee received an update on the Health 
Reimbursement Account and reviewed the Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA). The agenda 
was included in the Board agenda packet. 

d) Vice Chair Faltings reported on her and Director Furst’s attendance at the March 11, 2026, 
Program Committee meeting. The Committee discussed its 2026 goals and objectives and 
future programming at Ravenswood Historic Site. The agenda was included in the Board 
agenda packet. 

e) Director Furst reported on his attendance at the March 4, 2026, Chamber of Commerce 
Business Alliance meeting. David Kent of Darcie Kent and Concannon Vineyard spoke 
about the impact of economic conditions on the Livermore Valley vineyards. 

f) Director Palajac reported on her attendance at the March 2, 2026, LARPD Foundation 
meeting, The Committee discussed updating Trustee bios and website photos, membership 
and outreach events, and funding priorities. 
 

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/MATTERS INITIATED/ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE DIRECTORS: 
a) Director Furst inquired about the date and time for the Sunken Gardens Pump Track 

opening ceremony. [GM Fuzie: No date has been set, but staff is coordinating the event.] 
b) Director Palajac reported completing the Senate Bill 827 Fiscal & Financial Training. 
c) Director Furst stated that the LARPD Foundation Giving Tree needs updating, including 

more legible name plates and information on the Giving Tree and how to donate. [Director 
Palajac said she will inform the LARPD Foundation.] 

d) Director Furst noted that the Former Board Members photo wall appears incomplete, with 
some former members’ photos missing. He requested staff to verify whether the photo wall 
is complete. 

e) Vice Chair Faltings announced that the CSDA publication, Volume 21, Issue 1 (January–
February 2026), included an article titled “Responding to Disrupted Meetings: What the 
Brown Act Requires.” She suggested comparing the article with the Board Policy Manual 
(Supplemental Item 7e). 
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LIVERMORE AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2838 

A RESOLUTION COMMENDING LINDA VAN BUSKIRK 
FOR HER YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE LIVERMORE AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

ON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT 

WHEREAS, Linda Van Buskirk joined LARPD in March 2018 as Executive Assistant to the General Manager, and 
quickly became a trusted and indispensable member of the District’s leadership support team, serving as a key liaison 
between District leadership, staff, legal counsel, partner agencies, and the public; and 

WHEREAS, Linda skillfully managed the scheduling, logistics, and documentation of hundreds of Board and 
committee meetings, preparing agendas, minutes, and resolutions in compliance with the Brown Act and ensuring the 
accurate preservation of the District’s official actions and institutional history; and  

WHEREAS, Linda has written, edited, and proofread thousands of staff reports and official communications—often 
managing complex timelines with calm efficiency and good humor, maintaining the high standards of professionalism 
and accuracy expected by the Board, staff, and community; and  

WHEREAS, Linda diligently administered District elections by serving as the primary liaison with the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters, coordinating required filings, candidate information, and public notices while assisting candidates 
and members of the community with professionalism and patience; and has built a stellar reputation among partner 
agencies including the City of Livermore, Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District, Tri-Valley Conservancy, East 
Bay Regional Park District, Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce, California Special Districts Association, and the 
Alameda County Special Districts Association; and 

WHEREAS, Linda has demonstrated thoughtfulness and kindness toward her fellow coworkers and volunteers, often 
sharing her home-grown organic lemons and oranges – and the occasional lemon bars reportedly made with healthy, 
calorie-free ingredients; and 

WHEREAS, Linda has fostered a supportive workplace by mentoring administrative staff, sharing her knowledge 
generously, and improving office procedures within the General Manager’s Office; and  

WHEREAS, Linda has maintained a wonderful sense of humor and sincere dedication to serving the community, 
proving to be indispensable to the General Manager and the entire LARPD Board and staff, serving with grace, 
selflessness, and humility; and 

WHEREAS, Linda will be greatly missed by the Board, volunteers, co-workers, and community partners, and 
especially the General Manager, living her life according to this quote from 1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 
hereby commends Linda Van Buskirk for eight years of service to the District and expresses its sincere appreciation, 
on the occasion of her retirement, for the outstanding professionalism, integrity, and good humor she brought to her 
work each day. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board extends its best wishes to Linda for many years of health, happiness, 
and fulfillment in retirement, confident that her legacy of service will continue to benefit the District and the 
community for years to come.  

ON MOTION of Director Faltings, seconded by Director Boswell, the foregoing resolution was unanimously passed and 
adopted this 11th   day of March, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 
Philip Pierpont 
Chair, Board of Directors 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 
Mathew Fuzie, General Manager 
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CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 
presented to 

______________________________ 

 

Linda Van Buskirk
_______________________________________________ 

In recognition of eight years of devoted public service, exemplary professionalism, 

 integrity, and good humor, and for leaving a lasting and meaningful impact on the 

Livermore Area Recreation and Park District and the Livermore community. 

March 11, 2026 

________________________________________  ________________________________________

      Philip Pierpont         Mathew L. Fuzie 
 Board Chair   General Manager 
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